The role of prostaglandins in endotoxemia: comparisons in response in the nonpregnant, maternal, and fetal models. I. Prostaglandins and the pulmonary effect of experimental endotoxemia.
The mechanism of respiratory distress in sepsis is unknown. Previous work has shown elevations of prostaglandins during sepsis. This study reveals a correlation between levels of prostaglandins F 2 alpha and E and pulmonary hypertension and other parameters of respiratory distress in oophorectomized ewes subjected to endotoxin. The use of prostaglandin synthetase inhibitors prior to endotoxin prevented the rise in prostaglandins and the development of respiratory distress.